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Date: October 19, 2020

Dear East Hartford Public School (EHPS) Families, 

Greetings! I hope you and yours are healthy and well! 

I am writing to you today to continue to keep you updated regarding our efforts to ReOpen EHPS.  

In advance, I want to thank each of you for your effort, flexibility and trust over the past month.  As we 
have Safely, Incrementally and Adaptively ReOpened our schools, we could not be more impressed with 

how our community has come together to support our students. 

The following points summarize our most updated strategy to keep our school community safe.  Thanks 

for paying attention to the following important points: 

1. Maintenance of current ReOpening Model:

• Elementary PK-5 ReOpen Model: Currently, nearly 45% of Elementary families have elected to

participate in the Remote Learning Experience (RLE).  Based on this large percentage, the district

has been able to significantly reduce in-person classroom enrollment and appropriately maximize

social distancing in our schools.  While our current plan is to maintain this model, we will continue

to carefully monitor public transmission data.  If public transmission data trends in a negative

direction, the district is preparing an Elementary Reduced Enrollment Model that could be

implemented as appropriate.  Please know that this change would be appropriately

communicated to families prior to implementation.

• Secondary Schools Reduced Enrollment Model:  As you are aware, we made the shift to a

Reduced Enrollment Model (A/B Day Schedule) for our secondary schools at the end of August.

We made this shift to maximize our ability to socially distance our students who were participating

in our In-Person Learning (IPL) Experience.  We have found that this format has worked in terms

of minimizing close contacts, defined by the Center for Disease Control as being within 6 feet for

15 minutes of a person who has tested positive for COVID-19, when dealing with a confirmed

case.   As such, we have re-published an updated calendar that maintains this model through the

second quarter (January 25).  Our current goal is to remain in this model for the time being and

will re-evaluate any further changes based on public health transmission data.

2. Modification of Closure Response: We have updated our closure responses from our original ReOpen

EHPS Plan.  As you may recall, our original plan stated that the district would “likely” close school for

2-5 days when a positive case of COVID was identified with students or staff.  The intention behind

closure was to provide time for cleaning/disinfection and contact tracing.  However, based on the

experiences of the past month, we have found that for most cases, we do not need this extended time

frame to complete tasks.
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As such, the district has broadened the range of response decisions to include the following range of 

actions: 

• quarantine of close contacts,  

• classroom quarantine, 

• cohort quarantine, and  

• short-Interim term school closure (1-14 days including weekend closure days).  

        

       We have been pleased with our developing ability to respond to cases in a safe, efficient and effective 

       manner.  This new flexibility will maintain safety standards while improving educational continuity for 

       students, faculty and community. 

3. Technology Distribution Update: This week, we received exciting news that a major shipment of 

devices that have been long-awaited will be arriving in district.  We expect this shipment will give us 

the capacity to deliver devices to the remaining K-2 RLE students and then begin our process of now 

getting our IPL students 1:1.   Currently, we have distributed nearly 5,000 devices to all students in 

grades 6-12 as well as all Remote Learning Experience (RLE) students in grades 3-5.  In saying this, we 

want to recognize the incredible efforts our students and families to share devices or work through 

the challenges of using an older personal device.  Thanks for your patience as we work through this 

challenge.  

4. Self-Screening Reminder: As we move into our typical flu season, we want to continue to remind our 

community of the importance of self-screening for COVID-like symptoms and to keep your child at 

home if he/she feels ill.  We want to acknowledge our students for their incredible compliance to this 

point in terms of wearing masks and following our strict mitigation rules.  Their effort and 

understanding of this challenge have been nothing short of incredible.  Parents, we need your help--

if your child is sick, please keep him/her home and notify the school nurse.  In addition, we encourage 

all families to consider receiving a flu vaccination this year as we work to keep our community safe.  

 

Thanks as always for taking the time to carefully read these important updates.  We appreciate your 

partnership and the inspiration we get from our community as we problem-solve together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Nathan D. Quesnel  

Superintendent 

 
 


